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    When autocomplete results are available use up and down arrows to review and enter to select.




















 



    
        Select language
    
            Select language
English



    
    




 
 
 
 
      
   [image: Home]  
 
 
 
 

    
    

     
    

     
    

     
    



 
   

    
        
        

        
    


    


    
    

    	Home










    
        
            

        

    




    

    	Health Topics










    
        
            
    



    	All topics
	A
	B
	C
	D
	E
	F
	G
	H
	I
	J
	K
	L
	M
	N
	O
	P
	Q
	R
	S
	T
	U
	V
	W
	X
	Y
	Z


   






    

     


    	
        Resources

            	
        Fact sheets

    
	
        Facts in pictures

    
	
        Multimedia

    
	
        Podcasts

    
	
        Publications

    
	
        Questions and answers

    
	
        Tools and toolkits

    


    









    

     


    	
        Popular

            	
        COVID-19

    
	
        Herpes

    
	
        HIV and AIDS

    
	
        Hypertension

    
	
        Mental disorders

    
	
        Top 10 causes of death

    


    









    

     
    





        

    




    

    	Countries










    
        
            
    



    	All countries
	A
	B
	C
	D
	E
	F
	G
	H
	I
	J
	K
	L
	M
	N
	O
	P
	Q
	R
	S
	T
	U
	V
	W
	X
	Y
	Z


   






    

     


    	
        Regions

            	
        Africa

    
	
        Americas

    
	
        Europe

    
	
        Eastern Mediterranean

    
	
        South-East Asia


    
	
        Western Pacific

    


    









    

     


    	
        WHO in countries

            	
        Country strategy and support

    
	
        Data by country

    


    









    

     
    





        

    




    

    	Newsroom










    
        
            
    


    	
        All news

            	
        News releases

    
	
        Statements

    
	
        Campaigns

    
	
        Events

    
	
        Feature stories

    
	
        Press conferences

    
	
        Speeches

    
	
        Commentaries

    
	
        Photo library

    


    









    

    



    	Headlines


   











    

    
    





        

    




    

    	Emergencies










    
        
            
    


    	
        Focus on

            	
        Afghanistan

    
	
        Cholera 

    
	
        Coronavirus disease (COVID-19)

    
	
        Greater Horn of Africa

    
	
        Israel and occupied Palestinian territory

    
	
        Sudan

    
	
        Ukraine

    


    









    

     


    	
        Latest

            	
        Disease Outbreak News

    
	
        Situation reports

    
	
        Weekly Epidemiological Record

    


    









    

     


    	
        WHO in emergencies

            	
        Surveillance

    
	
        Operations

    
	
        Research

    
	
        Funding

    
	
        Partners

    
	
        Health emergency appeal

    
	
        International Health Regulations

    
	
        Independent Oversight and Advisory Committee

    


    









    

     
    





        

    




    

    	Data










    
        
            
    


    	
        Data at WHO

            	
        Classifications

    
	
        Data collections

    
	
        Global Health Estimates

    
	
        Mortality Database

    
	
        Sustainable Development Goals

    


    









    

     


    	
        Dashboards

            	
        COVID-19

    
	
        Health Inequality Monitor

    
	
        Triple Billion

    


    









    

     


    	
        Highlights

            	
        Data collection tools

    
	
        Global Health Observatory

    
	
        Insights and visualizations

    
	
        SCORE

    


    









    

     


    	
        Reports

            	
        COVID excess deaths

    
	
        World Health Statistics

    


    









    





        

    




    

    	About WHO










    
        
            
    


    	
        About WHO

            	
        Partnerships

    
	
        Committees and advisory groups

    
	
        Collaborating centres

    
	
        Technical teams

    
	
        Organizational structure

    
	
        Who we are

    


    









    

     


    	
        Our work

            	
        Activities

    
	
        Initiatives

    
	
        General Programme of Work

    
	
        WHO Academy

    


    









    

     


    	
        Funding

            	
        Investment case

    
	
        WHO Foundation

    


    











    	
        Accountability

            	
        Audit

    
	
        Financial statements

    
	
        Programme budget

    
	
        Results Report

    


    









    

     


    	
        Governance

            	
        Governing bodies

    
	
        World Health Assembly

    
	
        Executive Board

    
	
        Member States Portal

    


    









    





        

    



 



 
     

    




    
         Infection prevention and control

        
                The Infection Prevention and Control (IPC) Technical and Clinical Hub team provides technical leadership and coordination of the IPC work at WHO headquarters, including through the IPC Taskforce. It also coordinates the work on sepsis. The IPC Hub is located within the Integrated Health Services (IHS) department in the Universal Health Coverage and Life Course division and works jointly with the IPC team in the WHO’s Health Emergencies (WHE) division and the AMR division. The IPC Hub team, along with the IPC WHE team, co-leads the IPC pillar of the WHO response to the COVID-19 pandemic.
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    Making injections safe, we all have a part to play
All of us, at some point in our lives, will have an injection to retain or restore good health. But sometimes injections that are intended to promote health do the opposite. This happens when they are given in an unsafe way - using the same needle or syringe to give injections to more than one person. Practices like this can lead to the transmission of life-threatening infections.
Patients and communities can play their part in safe injections by being aware of the risks of unsafe injections, the benefits of taking medicines by mouth and how to ask health care providers to consider alternatives to injections and where they are necessary, ensure that injections are delivered with a syringe and needle opened form new packets.
WHO calls for worldwide use of "smart" syringes
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    Guidelines


   






    WHO has issued a number of evidence-based recommendations to support the implementation of safe injection practices. These policies, guidelines and best practice documents are available for download by a range of target audiences.
WHO has also published the WHO guideline on the use of safety-engineered syringes for intramuscular, intradermal and subcutaneous injections in health care settings, the first evidence-based policy document that specifically addresses the use of safety-engineered injection devices for therapeutic injections. It complements and expands previously issued WHO guidance. It is expected that the evidence-based policy guidance will additionally contribute to preventing the re-use of syringes on patients and to a decrease in the rate of needle-stick injuries in HCWs related to injection procedures, thus contributing to the prevention of infections transmitted due to unsafe injections.
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    Implementation resources


   






    Job aids illustrating key steps for each of the blood drawing procedures were developed to make the phlebotomy guidelines more user friendly. These job aids are meant for end-users in order to have information readily available.

The cards and their holder can be printed, cut and folded to fit in a pocket. 
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    Training tools


   






    A range of educational tools exist for you to adopt and adapt to support health worker training on the safe and appropriate use of injections and related injuries. 

   



    



    
IPC Training: Injection safety and needle-stick injury management 

PPT | Trainer Guide | Student Handbook
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                            In this OpenWHO course, you will learn about the causes of unsafe injection practices, how to safely give injections, and how to safely dispose of needles and other sharps. You will also learn what to do when needle-stick injuries occur, how to manage potential exposures, and ways to protect yourself, the staff and patients in your facility, and your community.
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    Monitoring tools


   






    To succeed in IPC and bring about safer, high quality health care practices, implementation at the point of care is critical. Looking to the future, development and maintenance of implementation plans to translate recommendations into practice must be a key focus for everyone. IPC tools and resources made available by WHO are associated with a multimodal implementation approach that integrates IPC best practices within an improved safety and organizational culture. This approach has been shown to succeed in making the change that people want to see in health care.
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